
St. Albans, Harpenden & District Philatelic Society    
www.stalbharpstampclub.org.uk. 

 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ 2020 

We hope you’ll have some fun with these questions that draw on your knowledge of stamps, our 
hobby, the history of the post and the content of the Society’s website 
www.stalbharpstampclub.org.uk 

 

1. Wakitipu or Wakatipu – which is correct?   

2. Who appeared on the world’s first Photogravure postage stamp? 

3. Which country’s first postage stamps were inscribed BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY?   

4. Who was invited to a picnic at Someries Castle?   

5. Why were no stamps available in Malaya for a month in 1945?  

6. What distinguished the designs of the Queen Elizabeth Leeward Island definitives?  

7. In which year was the last farthing stamp issued?     

8. Which company introduced the Radio Reception stamps?  

9. What was the capital of Stellaland?  

10.  What is Suffragette Mail?     

11. Which country puts SHQIPERIA on its stamps?    

12. Which country's stamps on separate issues show President Nixon being attacked by pens and 
another wrecked US tanks? 
 

13. What was special about the GB issue on architectural buildings in 1978?          

14. In what year was Stanley Gibbons born?  

15. What is a TPO? 

16. Stamps from Lundy, Herm, Sark and many other islands in the UK especially Scotland are known 
as what type of stamps?   
 

17. What do all the stamp issuing countries of Portuguese Africa have in common apart from 
Guinea-Bissau? 

 

18. Collections of stamp like objects such as labels, fiscals, telegraph stamps, phantoms, Xmas seals 
and the like are known as …………. ? 

 

19. In the 1870s  the Rev. Earee coined the phrase "stamp weeds" and that these "stamp weeds" 
should be eradicated from every stamp album.  What was he talking about? 
 

20. On which famous stamp would you find the postmark Demerara Ap 4 1856?   

21. What was Jean de Sperati famous for being ?   

22. What are known as Bulls Eyes?  

23. Which country issued the first postcards?   



Contd……….. 

24. What did Marienwerder and Carinthia have in common?   

25. Great Britain issued its first Regional stamps in 1958 – Add up the face values of the 1958 
stamps and what total (£.s.d.) do you get? 
 

26. What was the face value and colour of the Stock exchange forgery?     

27. These days gummed stamps use PVA gum – what did this replace?   

28. Who characters appeared on Britain's first Christmas stamps? KING OF THE ORIENT and THE 
SNOWMAN? 
 

29. What was Double Deficiency used for?  

30. Two British colonies contained a Christmas Island – one was the Gilbert & Ellice Islands, what 
was the other? 
 

31. What was the colour of the first British One pound stamp?    

32. What do the initials UPU stand for? 

33. Rules dropped in 1954, required countries to print their stamps for the Foreign Postcard Rate in 
a certain colour. What colour was that?  
  

34. Who it is claimed to have suggested the idea of adhesive stamps to Rowland Hill?  

35. Two European countries had Farthing stamps – one was Malta but what was the other?     

36. What was the last Indian state to have its own postage stamps?  

37. What is unusual about used Afghanistan “tiger’s head” stamps 

38. What was the name of the postmaster who overstepped the mark? 

39. Who objected to one of the designs in the Malayan pictorial stamps of 1957 and delayed their 
introduction in part of the country?  

And finally 

40. Which country issued the “first Christmas stamp?”  
 
 
 
 
 

THE ANSWERS WILL BE SENT TO MEMBERS BY EMAIL AND POSTED ON THE WEBSITE  
ON 6 JANUARY 2021 

 
 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
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